AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 
Claims 1-27 {canceled) 

28. (currently amended) An article with improved energy consumption efficiency, 
comprising a contact surface including concave regions having respective 
predetermined sizes and a flexible film formed thereon, the film being nearly 
substant i al l y liquid and having a thickness of 0.01 to 10 ^m and a viscosity of 100,000 
cp or less, the film containing antislipping agents, the antislipping agents consisting of 
fine particles of an average particle diameter of 10 ^m or less, the film comprising a 
f l exibl e polymor b i ndor so l octod from the group consist i ng of po l yothylone; a mothy l , 
ph e ny l , chloro, hydroxy, acetoxy, or cyano dorivot i ve of polyothyl o nc; po l ybutadiono; a 
m o thy l or chloro d e r i vat i vo of po l ybutadi o no; a copo l ym e r of sa i d polyothy lo n o derivat i ve 
and sa i d butadi e ne der i vat i v e ; sil i con e ; po l ysulfido; po l yur e than e ; modified silicone^ 
modif i ed e poxy r o s i n; and mod i fied acry li c r e s i n ; wherein the film is chemically bonded 
to the contact surface through dealcoholization or dehydration: and wherein the article is 
a rubber tire. 

29. {previously presented) The article of claim 28, wherein at least a portion of the 
antislipping agent is partially exposed throughout a surface of the film, regardless of 
whether the film has been brought into direct contact with another surface. 

30. {previously presented) The article according to claim 28, wherein the antislipping 
agent is mainly comprised of at least one chosen from the group consisting of silicon 
oxide, aluminum oxide, cerium oxide, silicon carbide, and a finely particulate organic 
material. 

31 . {previously presented) The article of claim 28 wherein the viscosity of said film is 
10,000 to 100,000 cp. 
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32. (previously presented )The article of claim 31 wherein said viscosity is 10,000 to 
50,000 cp. 

33. (previously presented) The article of claim 32 wherein said viscosity is 10,000 to 
20,000 cp. 

34. (previously presented) The article of ciaim 28 wherein the thickness of the film is 
0.01 to 1 \im. 

35. (previously presented) The article of claim 34, wherein said thickness is 0.01 to 0.1 
^m. 

36. (previously presented) The article of claim 28 wherein said average particle 
diameter is 10 nm to 10 \im. 

37. (previously presented) The article of claim 36 wherein said diameter is 10 nm to 1 
)xm. 

38. (previously presented) The article of claim 37 wherein said diameter is 10 to 100 
hm. 

39. (withdrawn) A method of improving energy consumption efficiency of a contact 
surface, comprising the steps of, in order: 

preparing an energy consumption efficiency improving agent by 

selecting a flexible polymer binder from the group consisting of (a) polyethylene; 
a methyl, phenyl, chloro, hydroxy, acetoxy, or cyano derivative of polyethylene; 
polybutadiene; a methyl or chloro derivative of polybutadiene; a copolymer of said 
polyethylene derivative and said butadiene derivative; and (b) precursors of the 
following: silicone; polysulfide; polyurethane; modified silicone; modified epoxy resin; 
and modified acrylic resin; the binder having a viscosity of 100,000 cp or less; 



3 



selecting a solvent from the group consisting of methyl alcohol, denatured ethyl 
alcohol, isopropyl alcohol, propyl alcohol, acetic acid and cyclohexane; 

diluting the binder with an amount of the solvent so that a resulting mixture has 
a viscosity of 1 00 cp or less; 

applying the energy consumption efficiency improving agent to the contact 
surface as a film having a thickness of 10 |im or less; 

in a case where the binder is selected as a precursor of group (b), effecting a 
condensation action on the film with an external substance; and 

effecting an evaporation or dissolution of the solvent such that the film has a 
viscosity of 100,000 cp or less. 

40. (withdrawn) The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of: 

prior to the applying step, adding to the energy consumption efficiency improving 
agent an antislipping agent, the antislipping agent consisting of fine particles of an 
average particle diameter of 10 pirn or less. 

41 . (withdrawn) The method of claim 40, wherein at least a portion of the antislipping 
agent is partially exposed throughout a surface of the film. 

42. (withdrawn) The method of claim 39 wherein the viscosity of said mixture due to the 
presence of solvent is 20 to 100 cp. 

43. (withdrawn) The method of claim 42 wherein said viscosity is 20 to 50 cp. 

44. (withdrawn) The method of claim 43 wherein said viscosity is 20 to 35 cp. 

45. (withdrawn) The method of claim 44 wherein said external substance is water. 

46. (withdrawn) The method of claim 45 wherein said solvent is isopropyl alcohol. 

47. (withdrawn) The method of claim 39, wherein said mixture contains 1.42 to 1:58 wt. 

% of said flexible polymer binder and 94.81 to 98.5 wt. % of said solvent. 
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